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EASY
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Some of you may be
thinking or worrying
about how using a
less-lofted club might
not clear the lip of
the bunker. Don't.
Your pitching wedge,
9 and 8 iron have
less bounce than a
standard sand or lob
wedge. A typical
pitching wedge will
only have six to eight
degrees of bounce
while an 8 or 9 iron
may only have four to
six degrees of bounce.
This is important
because you have to
open the face more

or long greenside bunkers — traditionally one

of the most daunting shots in golf — don't

reduce your margin of error and make the shot
harder than it already is. Too many golfers try to hit
closer to the ball and take less sand, thus reducing
their margin of error. Instead, use a less lofted club
and focus on hitting two inches behind the ball,
blasting the ball out as you normally would. My
normal club selection from a good lie in soft sand
is up to 10 yards of carry with a lob wedge (60 de-
grees), up to 20 yards of carry with a sand wedge
(56 degrees), up to 30 yards of carry with a pitching
wedge, up to 40 of carry with a 9 iron and up to 50
yards of carry with an 8 iron (see Photo 1 for this
selection of clubs). Using more club allows me to
make a swing with good tempo and hit two inches
behind the ball (for a good visual, look where the
shadow of the club is on Photo 2). If | accidentally
hit a little too close to the ball, say one inch behind,
the ball will fly further but spin more and stop
quickly, still giving me an acceptable shot. If I'm at address with a club
not using enough club, | would have to hit one inch % that has less bounce
or even a half-inch behind the ball, and if | hit a little (Photo 3). Opening

too close to it, | would hit the ball first — causing the face also adds loft and will get the ball over the lip of the bunker.
it to go flying over the green and into whatever Give it some practice and you will see that it makes one of the hardest
trouble is lurking on the other side. Not good. shots in golf a lot easier.
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